
Walden’s Ridge U. D.





Cleveland U. D.
Golf course pesticide mixing area upgradient
Of water supply spring
Proposed Department of Transportation road widening
Project threatening spring
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Elizabethton
Turbidity problems from development
And concerns from drip disposal field
That had been planned to be developed in sinkhole



Elizabethton’s Big Spring



Proposed Site for Drip Disposal Field; Elizabethton, TN



Challenges

Getting the water systems the information they need
From state databases (NPDES)

Getting them out of their offices and water plants
To ACTUALLY look at what is going on upstream

Struggling with the full spectrum of water systems
Conscientious/Overachievers…………..Asleep at the Wheel

Keeping Them Aware of the Requirements
In the Face of More Pressing Needs

Disinfection Byproduct Rule
Long Term 2 Surface Water Treatment Rule

(“Cryptosporidium Rule”)



Challenges

3)  Require photographs in the vicinity of the intake
4)  Encourage the use of GIS and partnerships

With city engineers, planning offices, etc. –
supplying    Databases/GIS files

5) Development of Guidance Document &
Specific Workshops

2)   Mailout reminders to individual water systems
1)  Participate in Operator Certification Training 

6)  Partnership with TVA & TAUD

7)  Watersheds affecting Water Supplies Law



69-3-107 New Section
{The Commissioner of TDEC will}

Perform a thorough and ongoing study 
of and prepare recommendations
For the 
Protection of watersheds and the 
Control of sources of pollution
In order to assure the future
Quality of potable drinking water supplies
throughout the state.

2006 Amendment 
Tennessee Water Quality Control Act



…Initial findings and recommendations shall
Be presented to the governor and the general
Assembly no later than February 1, 2007,
And annually thereafter.

2006 Amendment 
Tennessee Water Quality Control Act



Public Education



www.state.tn.us/
environment/
videos/#water







Where Do We Go From Here?

The State of Tennessee has a contract 
with the Tennessee Valley Authority to
help look at the future of Source Water
Protection in Tennessee.



Strategies for Successful Source 
Water Protection

1) State and water supplier to make source water 
protection a high priority and create policies
and programs and encourage local efforts.

• operation policies for supplier

• resource allocation

• training

• testing



Strategies for Successful Source 
Water Protection

2) Distribute information to decision makers and local 
establishments that are in the Source Water Protection 
Area.

• communication
• maps
• overlays
• physical canvassing



Strategies for Successful Source 
Water Protection

3) Provide capacity-building grants to local groups to 
help lead watershed and source water protection

• Water systems in Tennessee produce high 
quality drinking water.  They know how to 
find funding for plant operation and expansion
but they do not have the where with all to find
money for areas outside the production or 
distribution of drinking water 



Strategies for Successful Source 
Water Protection

4) The State should partner with other state offices 
that have implementation funding or regulatory tools
to advance source water protection goals and watershed
protection. 

• Local planning 
• USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
• TN DOA Non-point Program
• TDEC UST
• TDEC Solid Waste Management
• TDEC Ground Water Protection
• TDWC Water Pollution Control 



Questions 

Scotty D Sorrells, P.G.
Manager
Ground Water Management Section
Division of Water Supply
6th Floor  L&C Tower
401 Church Street
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-1549
1-888-891-TDEC (8332) or (615)532-09224
E-mail scotty.sorrrells@state.tn.us


